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U.S.            Rep. Stephanie Herseth today responded to the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s            (USDA) proposals for the 2007 Farm Bill. USDA’s proposals are based            on nationwide input sessions held throughout last year, including a            forum hosted by Rep. Herseth in Wall, South Dakota, on July 31, 2006.

 10 / 21



Herseth Responds To USDA Farm Bill Proposals

Herseth, who serves            on the House Agriculture Committee, said, “I am pleased that USDA officials            have released this comprehensive proposal. It indicates their intention            to be engaged and proactive in the upcoming Farm Bill debate. I welcome            their active participation in the process and appreciate many aspects            of their proposals. I approve of USDA’s proposed increase in funding            for proven conservation programs and of its support for a new approach            to disaster relief, though the exact structure of the program will be            debated. Additionally, the Secretary’s proposal for biofuels appears            similar to some of the ideas advanced by Chairman Peterson, suggesting            an area where we will find significant common ground with the administration.”            
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Herseth added, “However,            while the Secretary has indicated he is seeking a continued commitment            to a meaningful safety net for producers, I have some serious concerns            about the mechanisms they have proposed to accomplish that goal. Finally,            the proposal is virtually silent on issues of importance to livestock            producers such as increasing transparency and competition in the marketplace            and the swift implementation of mandatory country-of-origin labeling            on imported meat products.” 
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The USDA Web site            outlines the following proposals, with funding indicated over a ten            year period:

    -  
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Increase conservation              funding by $7.8 billion, simplify and consolidate conservation programs,              create a new Environmental Quality Incentives Program and a Regional              Water Enhancement Program 

    -  
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Provide $1.6              billion in new funding for renewable energy research, development              and production, targeted for cellulosic ethanol, which will support              $2.1 billion in guaranteed loans for cellulosic projects and includes              $500 million for a bio-energy and bio-based product research initiative              
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Provide $250              million to increase direct payments for beginning farmers and ranchers,              reserve a percentage of conservation funds and provide more loan flexibility              for down payment, land purchasing and farm operating loans 
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Simplify and              consolidate rural development programs while providing $1.6 billion              in loans to rehabilitate all current Rural Critical Access Hospitals              and $500 million in grants and loans for rural communities to decrease              the backlog of rural infrastructure projects 
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Dedicate nearly              $400 million to trade efforts to expand exports, fight trade barriers,              and increase involvement in world trade standard-setting bodies 
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Simplify, modernize,              and rename the Food Stamp Program to improve access for the working              poor, better meet the needs of recipients and States, and strengthen              program integrity 

    -  
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Target nearly              $5 billion in funding to support specialty crop producers by increasing              nutrition in food assistance programs, including school meals, through              the purchase of fruits and vegetables, funding specialty crop research,              fighting trade barriers and expanding export markets 
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